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AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative

Advancing Athletic Equity, Representation, and Opportunities for AAPI Youth

David Guo
MA AAPIC Youth Council Member



Project Vision and Mission

Advancing AAPI Youth Representation and Opportunity in Athletics including
basketball, running, and other sports.

We are dedicated to empowering AAPI youth to overcome
biases and structural barriers, ensuring they achieve their
shining moments on the court and field.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Imitiative



The Need for Athletic Equity for AAPI Youth

To drive systemic change, we must address the
structural barriers facing AAPI youth in athletics.

Focus Areas
* Overcoming inherent biases in athletic representation.
* Strengthening AAPI youth community-building in athletics.
* Leveraging the power of sports
O Deepening AAPI cultural heritage engagement.

O Promoting cross-cultural understanding.

AAPI youth.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative %}



Strategic Goals: Empowerment and Systemic Change

This project drives systemic change through a dual approach.

Goal 1: Grassroots Advocacy Goal 2: Public Policy Reform

Empowering youth on the ground through professional Developing concrete, evidence-based public policy
training, community events, and direct athletic proposals for AAPI youth athletic equity and advocating
participation. We focus on building leadership from within for their adoption into Massachusetts state law. Translating
the community to ensure sustainable engagement. field needs into legislative impact.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative




Launched Digital Hub: The Dragon Digital Platform

Centralized hub for project updates and AAPI youth engagement

The digital platform is currently live and serves as the
central hub for the initiative.

¥ AAPI Freedom Run & Boston Common
Key Features:

Celebration!
* Centralized team registration. Ducores how e Deagon T ceebesiod AAPY clbns g, fened youlh i
and syengtheswn] Commmiry Wty
* Regular project updates and AAPI youth achievement m

highlights.

* Dedicated sections for the AAPT Youth Run, Dragon Running

Team, and Dragon Basketball Team. # 2026 Belmont & Lexington Runs: A Historic

Success!
* The "Unsung Heroes" storytelling campaign. e o e e e T T
AAPI youth

PlatformURL: https://dragons.pythonanywhere.com/ m

AAPT Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



Community Engagement: The "Unsung Heroes'" Campaign

Recognizing community members supporting AAPI youth in sports.

The "Unsung Heroes" section on the web platform focuses on
storytelling and profiling those who uplift AAPI youth youth.

Status Update Robert Soparkar
* Focused on storytelling and profiling community heroes.

* A true role model has been 1dentified and secured for the
campaign.

* The first in-depth profile interview has been successfully

Catsucled and content deveoriod The in-depth profile interview captures the essence of

grassroots advocacy and the impact of mentorship on the
next generation of AAPI athletes.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inthative



Scaling Impact through Fundraising and Organizational Support

Fueling athletic equity through community and institutional backing

Key Funding Partners

Total Raised To Date

$ 1 500+ * United Chinese Americans (UCA): $1,500 grant recipient
9

Individual & UCACF Grants * Community Contributions: Holiday fundraising from AAPI families

Supporting Organization and Donors

N bN W
_[ﬂ - AN x

ERNT AR
1Man1 ensr At Asoaron UCA" ri
<
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Joint the 2026 AAPI Youth SK Run 100%

Financial barriers shattered
(Reimbursements & Free Gear)

Exclusive Benefits

A 100% Registration Fee Reimbursement

‘D Free Dragon Team Athletic T-Shirt

‘) Professional Pre-Race Training Sessions

* Join Dragon Team to receive Dragon Team code to have the signup fee covered.

* Select "Dragon Team' and apply code during the SK Run sign up.

\ J

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative



AAPI Youth Running Initiative and Impact

9 Dragon Team Training for AAP! Youth 5K Run
T epes, 1

T AN T & e

Metrics for the running team

The Dragon Youth Running Team was formed through
extensive community outreach across several towns.

Impact Metrics
e 4 Training Sessions Completed
e Over 100 AAPI youth and family members participated.

e Participation well exceeded our initial target of 20+
individuals.

e Town representation: Sudbury, Lexington, Belmont,
Newton, Wellesley, and Chelmsford.

100+

AAPI youth & family participants

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



High-Profile Endorsement: B.A.A. CEO Jack Fleming

Jack Fleming

CEO, Boston Athletic Association

Strong Support

* Jack Fleming attended the inaugural training session,
offering direct encouragement to youth participants.

* The B.A A manages the historic Boston Marathon,
bringing institutional prestige to the initiative.

* Fleming's presence validated the importance of AAPI
youth representation in high-performance sports.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inthiative



Event Highlight: 2026 AAPI Youth SK & 2K Run (Belmont)

Sunday, May 3

Success Metrics & Support

e Nearly 500 total event participants.

e Support Provided: Free registration, professional
training, water, and snacks.

The 1initiative continues to reduce financial and logistical barriers
for AAPI youth athletes through comprehensive community
race-day support.

2nd Largest

Registered team at entire event

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative %3



2026 AAPI Youth SK Run (Lexington)

Lexington, MA

Lexington SK Run
Sunday, May 10

3rd Largest

Registered team at entire event

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative






Voice of the Project: Media Impact & Outreach

Amplifying the project's voice, reach and impact g

Proactive engagement to increase project visibility.

* Speaking in MA State House

* Speaking on Stage at Boston Common

* Interview with EA TV
* [Interview with BARTV

* Heroes at [lluminate Heritage project at Lexington

* Interview with the Belmont Voice.

* Dragon Youth Web Platform

Prasgpes Jrﬁ:@ﬁx\“’ ;

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



& Coco Alinsug, City Council President of ..
12 \Q

2026 AANHPI Heritage Festival: | am honored to be
invited as guest speaker and get to repre... See more

Young finishers Preston Stegrmaied Brandon Wang, Ehas Montelongo, Emiie Dinu, Sophia Ding and
Nicolas Vislev, and Androw Vasiey, show off ther medais and postaace snacks at the Belmont track
folowing the ffth annual AAPI Run. Julanne Snow Gauron/Beimont Vowce)

The Belmont Voice
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Annual Asian and Pacific Islander 5K
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Scaling Impact: From Bunker Hill to Boston Common

Culminating event: The Freedom Run on May 23.

Empowerment Platform

* AAPI youth competing on the historic Freedom Trail.

* Youth speaking publicly at the podium at Boston Common
finish line.

* Demonstrating leadership and raising community voices.

AAPLY B e G
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AAPI Youth Awards & Celebration

Celebrating the outstanding leadership, dedication, and athletic achievements of incredible AAPI youth

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



Concluding Phase I: Empowering AAPI youth. Bridging communities.

U The Freedom Run leading to the Boston Common main stage was a monumental
success!

0 Through dedication, athletic spirit, and a deep connection to our heritage, AAPI
youth stepped up to the starting line—and onto the main stage.

O Our collective participation had a profound impact:

[t significantly advanced youth leadership development, strengthened the AAPI youth
community, celebrated our rich cultural heritage, and actively promoted inter-cultural

understanding. We recognized our future leaders with certificates and awards to celebrate
their commitment and growth.

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



We didn't just show up, we made history.

O For too long, AAPI youth have faced systemic barriers and stereotyping in athletics. The
Dragon Team is changing that narrative.

L Dragon youth sports initiatives and well-organized activities contributed to record AAPI
youth participation at both the Belmont and Lexington runs!

100+ 2nd 100%

Youth & family members braved Largest registered team out of Financial barriers shattered

the elements nearly 500 runners at Belmont (Reimbursements & Free Gear)

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Initiative



Next steps

Phase #2 key focus areas

(J Basketball Initiatives - Fall 2026 '
o Basketba“ for Peace | | |-(".I('(‘l\hlp & Health

O Fostering inter-community understanding
through inter-community tournaments - Fall 2026

QO Supporting Public Policy Reform: Advancing
State Bill H.2222

AAPT Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative



Advancing Athletic Equity, Representation, and
Opportunities for AAPI Youth

David Guo
MA AAPIC Youth Council Member
davidguo0202@gmail.com

https://dragons.pythonanywhere.com

AAPI Youth Athletic Equity Inttiative
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AAPI Inclusion in
School Curricula

2026 AAPI Youth Council Project by Diva Bhandan
Norwoaod, MA | Norwood High Scheol 26







& e
Home

My Library
Reading List

Book Store

Project Details: Objective

Pushing for the inclusion of AAPI authors, narratives, and voices in school curricula and beyond

INTEGRATION

SHOWCASE

Choosing school-appropriate

TOOLKIT

AAPI works to integrate into

Adding AAPI works into

Norwood High School'’s

Norwood High School’s Digital

Creating a toolkit that

summer reading curriculum

Catalog & Partnering with

summarizes my project while

and beyond

the NHS Asian Cultural club

highlighting the importance

to host “blind book dates”,

of AAPI representation in

showcasing AAPI works

both schools and literature in

throughout the month of May

general




) Books successfully integrated
into NHS’ reading curricula

Reading List

Boaksidrs ‘DA SUE PARK
SNULARET When My Name Was Keoko

By Linda Sue Park | 2002 | Historical Fiction

Sun-hee and her older brother Tae-yul are proud of their
Korean heritage. Yet they live their lives under Japanese
occupation. All students must read and write in Japanese
and no one can fly the Korean flag. Hardest of all is when
the Japanese Emperor forces all Koreans to take Japanese
names. Sun-hee and Tae-yul become Keoko and Nobuo.
Korea is torn apart by their Japanese invaders during World
War |l. Everyone must help with war preparations, but it
doesn’t mean they are willing to defend Japan. Tae-yul is
about to risk his life to help his family, while Sun-hee stays
home guarding life-and-death secrets.

My Profile



Home
My Library
Reading List

Book Store

My Profile

Books successfully integrated

into NHS’ reading curricula

~ INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

CHO NAM-100O

Kim Jiyoung, Born 1982

Cho Nam Too | 2016 | Fiction

In a small, tidy apartment on the outskirts of the frenzied metropolis of
Seoul lives Kim Jiyoung. A thirtysomething-year-old “millennial
everywoman,” she has recently left her white-collar desk job—in order to
care for her newborn daughter full-time—as so many Korean women are
expected to do. But she quickly begins to exhibit strange symptoms that
alarm her husband, parents, and in-laws: Jiyoung impersonates the
voices of other women—alive and even dead, both known and unknown
to her. As she plunges deeper into this psychosis, her discomfited
husband sends her to a male psychiatrist. In a chilling, eerily truncated
third-person voice, Jiyoung’s entire life is recounted to the psychiatrist—
a narrative infused with disparate elements of frustration, perseverance,
and submission.
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Home

My Library
Reading List

Book Store

AAPI Heritage Month Showcases

INTERIOR

IS EVERYONE HANGING
= QUT WITHOUT ME?

= L iAo oHER CONGERNS| -
T N e

Ny




Home
My Library
Reading List

Book Store
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My Profile




o900
Home

My Library
Reading List

Book Store

My Profile

Toolkit

[

Demonstrate why
AAPI representation
in school reading
matters.

Support educators in
creating o more
inclusive reading

curriculum.

Showcase a student-
led project to
encourage other
youth across MA to
make change in their
communities




My Profile ,;‘A

Thank You!




FUNDING

PROJECT
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Senior



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cSYt4HYOuVI

You-Cheng
Lu

Natick
Grade 12

Link:


https://canva.link/x7rxfdxuqdkzqrh

Chahat Kalia

Somerville




Presented by-‘ Chahat Kalia

Commtmitg Tree
P'r"oject

AAPI Commission Youth Council
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What Is The Commu'nitg Tree?

rFor my project, | decided to build an interactive art piece. |
designed a community tree and had the help of students from
Somerville High School’s DAY Club to build it. It was then installed
at the Somerville-Cambridge Asian festival and made it so that
people could write messages on it to show pride in their cultural
identity or hopes/messages for the future. This was to foster
connection between the AAPI Community in Massachusetts.




Whg this?

AAPI youth often do not see their stories or
cultural identities represented publicly in our
communities. A lack of of visibility can
make it difficult for young AAPI people to
feel recognized or even connected. My
project serves as a way to connect the AAPI
community in Massachusetts through a
collorbative art piece




B Moaterials Used

| : “ Wooden flowers for people to write messages on and
LWV  Two conerete Stacked on top of each other Y &butterflies hett hang fro the tree
\r ¢ form blocks (8]°t) and used for the base of the 'l
| treee

Ny e o act as leaves and fill
N Artifical leaves I
WA the tree

\ P >

-
{

v To use as branches for the
' 4 - Bamboo sticks
We

\ L \
[ 2=

.‘(‘

tree

&) S . Painting the bamboo
W5 ; prey pams sticks the same color as
A the bark

Aﬂiﬁcia[ barbh Put around the base of
A/ the tree and making the
tree more realistic




Step-bH-Step

Insturctions:

Added faux bark around the concrete fom blocks after
cutting them to size.

Secured the two blocks together“ b alig'n'mg and
attach'mg three PVC pipes to one bgiock and three birch

dowels to t

Cut the to
assembled

he other.

0 of one block into 16 triang ular pieces and
them into a dome-shaped canopy.

Used bamboo sticks as branches, care]culll:] align'mg
holes and inserting them into the structure.

Finished bL:J sprag-pa'mt'mg the branches and add’mg the

leaves

©,






Commwnitg Impact

e Fostered connection and dialogue among
diverse AAPI individuals and families
across Massachusetts through a
collaborative art experience

o Connected individuals across ages,
from young children to the elderly to
engage in AAPI advoacy

® [ncreased the visibility of AAPI voices
and experiences in a public community
setting

e Collected dozens of community-written

messages that reflected shared values,

experiences, and aspirations

o Over 40 messages were included in ®

the tree






Thank You




Rewriting the

Narrative:
Amplifying AAPI

Veteran Experiences

® :
m I y u Presented by Emily Wu

Lexington
12th



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1L7q5Yj3Qx_toVrA1jecULxYSszLKZvLG/preview

Ying Kay
Leung

Belchertown
12th




L
=
@
e
=
s
@
N
L
=
S

(@)
(=
-0
QO -
>
— O
Ag
c
VI



/
N

Introduction

Name: Ying Kay Leung

Ethnicity: Chinese

School: Northfield Mount Hermon, Senior
Hometown: Belchertown, Hampshire

County




Inspiration

e I|dentity & isolation
e AAPI youth mental health stigma
e Family pressure & expectations

e Storytelling & community healing

=
~




Project details

e Youth story collection
e Digital storytelling platform

e Mental health awareness

yingkayaapicyccomm
May4 - 2 min read

Cut Fruits

When | was younger, | didn't cry loudly. |
learned how to keep it contained, how to

let it sit quietly in my room with the door...

yingkayaapicyccomm
May4 - 2min read

Reaching out

I think about seeking mental health
support more than | actually do it. The

idea comes up when things feel heavier...

yingkayaapicyccomm s

May4 * 2 min read
Only One

| grew up in a mostly white rural town
where | was always one of the only AAPI
students. That didn't always show up in...

@0 Po (29) @0 o (V] @0 Jo (%2)
yingkayaapicyccomm 0 yingkayaapicyccomm yingkayaapicyccomm .
May 4 * 2 min read May 4 * 3 min read May 3 * 3min read °
Who I Became Never Enough A Jade Bangel

| became the one everyone turned to
without anyone really saying it out loud. It

started small. Reading mail that came in...

| move through campus in a way that
looks normal from the outside, something
slightly off underneath. Not enough for...

| have worn a jade bangle for as long as |
can remember. The first time my aunt
slipped it over my hand, | was young...

69 | Home | About | My Blog Contact | 0O ©

A\

About me! /

/
N

Hil My name is Ying Kay Leung, | am Growing up in rural Western Massachusetts, | was one of only
currently 17 years old and about to two AAPI-identifying students in my grade of 250. The other
graduate from Northfield Mount Hermon. | was my cousin, Jing Jing. Because of that, | often felt isolated,
am a Youth Councilor of the Asian and | struggled with my mental health in ways that felt hard to

American and Pacific Islanders Common name at the time.

for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. By collecting stories from AAPI youth with different mental
| love music especially Malcom Todd, and health experiences, | hope to create a space where others
I'm always seen with a Coconut Mango feel less alone. In places where loneliness can feel

Boom from Heyteal overwhelming, hearing someone else's story can be a

reminder that your experience matters and that you are not
the only one carrying it.

v
N




Project impact

‘, ‘ | Home I About ‘ My Blog ‘ Contact ‘ ﬂ ° @

e |Increased awareness

Stories of Whowe - Reducedsiigma

e Stronger community connection
Are

e Empowered youth voices

FEATURED POST

May4 - 2 min read

Cut Fruits

When | was younger, | didn't cry loudly. | learned how to keep it contained, how to let it sit quietly in my room with the door closed. There were
nights where everything built up at once. School, expectations, things | didn’t know how to explain. | would sit on the edge of my bed or on the
floor, trying to understand why it all felt so heavy. Sometimes | knew the reason. Sometimes | didn't. After a while, my mom would notice. Not...

-~
g
~

/
S

/
N

\

[
N



Next steps

® collect more stories
e market outwards

Contact info:
leungyingkayO/@agmail.com
+1 (413)-388 3715



mailto:leungyingkay07@gmail.com

Skye
Morishita

Boston
Sophomore




RED CROSS

OD FOR ME

Partnering with the Boston Red Cross Food Pantry to better understand and support AAP,

community members

American

N Red Cross Boston Food Pantry




Why Red Cross?

« Combat food insecurity in their diverse
clientele base, including a large AAPI portion

» Limited information about client experiences

D CrOSS B
SURVEY

sy [0 2s0i-

and whether current services reflected the b

needs of the community

e

 Volunteer work for the past two years for the

Boston Food Pantry
» Dedicated Red Cross Leadership \ / ;1

©  Sharon Curry, Floor Director ey

"i

© David Andre, Director of the Food & o (o i

Nutrition Programs






Boston Food Pantry — Client Feedback Survey

Thank you for sharing your feedback. Your responses help us improve our services and better support the
community.

=y

. Does the food you receive fit your household's dietary, cultural, or religious needs?

o Always &
® Usually @
® Sometimes &
® Rarely &
2. Are the pantry hours, location, and lines easy for you to manage?
* Veryeasy &
® Somewhat easy
o Difficult

* Very difficult &

w

. If access is difficult, what would make it easier for you? (Select all that apply)

Better transportation options / closer location

Shorter wait times / lines

Different hours (weekends or evenings)

Language translation support

Feeling more safe or comfortable sharing information

4. Do staff and volunteers treat you with respect, dignity, and welcome your background?
* Always &
e Usually
® Sometimes &

® Rarely @

5. What is one thing we do WELL that we should keep doing?

6. What is one thing we could CHANGE to better support your family or community?

Optional:

English

BEHERRSRMR (Boston Food Pantry) - BENEEREIMAL
M SRR SL. 0 EAEH RBDRITBCM AR, AR
1. S S TG A ARSI A UL ERREAR?

¢ RRFA @
©lEES ©
¢ HEA ©
t MAEHA @
2. xSRI RGN M IRIHERR A L A AR 7 (8 2 HEg 2
* N @
* BT @
¢ AHfEw

* ERAHE @
3. SRR AN ACSURATIRNE, AR A A 2 (T ER)
* HEHFAASRR /WAL
* WATH RN
* ER RN GRA R L)
© R
° FEBCREER A B FORHI B W AR i
4. TAEAPRGE TR, i sy, MR & oy it
t ARt @
¢ ARt @
¢ AT @
* i @
5. AR AU RIS AUT . RS2

6. AT PR UL RATAT AR, DAVE ST SRR R SR HE Rk 2

SBYC: PR

Chinese (traditional

D de Ali de Boston - Ei de ios de los usuarios

Gracias por compartir sus comentarios. Sus respuestas nos ayudan a mejorar nuestros servicios y a
brindar un mejor apoyo a la comunidad.

1. ¢ Los alimentos que recibe se adaptan a las o
religiosas de su hogar?

Siempre &

* Normalmente ()

Aveces (&)

Raras veces &
2. ¢ El horario de la despensa, la ubicacién y las filas son faciles de manejar para usted?

Muy facil &
*  Algo facil
* Dificil ¢
* Muy dificil &
3. Si el acceso es dificil, ¢ qué lo haria mas facil para usted? (Seleccione todas las
opciones que correspondan)

*  Mejores opci de 1d / una ubicacién mas cercana

* Tiempos de espera o filas mas cortos

*  Un horario diferente (fines de semana o por la tarde/noche)

* Apoyo con la traduccion de idiomas

N i mas ) o al compartir informacion

4. (El personal y los voluntarios lo/la tratan con respeto, dignidad y acogen con agrado
su origen cultural?

* Siempre &

* Normalmente (&

Aveces (&

Raras veces &

5. ,Qué es lo que BIEN y que seguir ?

6. ,Qué es lo que podriamos CAMBIAR para apoyar mejor a su familia o comunidad?

[o] Idioma de pi

Spanish



Individual surveys

completed!



* 45 AAPI client voices documented
 |[dentified desire for culturally relevant foods

* Findings can inform future pantry decisions
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Next Steps

Continue to explore partnerships with local grocery stores
and other sources for food donations

Work with leadership at Red Cross to develop ideas for
incorporating more culturally relevant foods during major

cultural holidays

3 Continue gathering client feedback to guide future

improvements.



Thank You!

Please feel free to contact me with any additional

questions at skyemorishita@gmail.com!



Anika Nina
Isabelle
Mabano

Norwood
Senior







[ felt guilty pushing away, “forgetting” about food
tied to my heritage under the guise of eating

healthier

<« » C 23 google.com/search?sca_esv=6bc541a127d402¢cB6&sxsrf=APpeQnvzQsPPTit_yStZFcNgsOclL3n32RA:17821587534... ¥r

Gaogle easy lunch ideas X & @ Q

AlMode All Shortvideos Images Videos Shopping Forums More - Tools -

ﬁ Work b . ‘= lj.‘,:: Lunch box a% Home @t};‘ Recipe l

1

sweetgreen

@ CHIPOTLE

Back to School Kids Lunch Ideas
Mg Modern Honey

introduction



AAPI foods, -
ic

hy.
n

.

.

th

e

‘.:d"'.-,,“

e han

=
av

L)

L

%
R

.»\Www




*ist of possible questions to ask

t @
C O].le C Personal Identity + Story
®

What dish did you choose, and what culture does it come from?

What does this dish mean to you personally? (memory, person, moment)
When do you usually eat this dish? (daily, special occasions, comfort food, etc.)
Did your relationship with this dish change growing up in the U.S?

Dish Breakdown

¢ What are the main ingredients in this dish?

¢ How is it typically prepared?

Whlle this prOJeCt eXlStS on a * Are there any variations (family style vs. traditional vs. modern)

Health Framing

WebSite { the real CO nversations I *  Why would you consider this dish "healthy” (superstitions, etc..)

¢ Are there specific ingredients that make it feel nourishing or balanced?

had With my peerS Spa rked real * How does this dish compare to what people usually think of as “healthy food"?
r eﬂ e Cti Oﬂ S! Cultural Misconception

* Do you think people misunderstand this dish or your cuisine in general?

* Have you ever felt like your cultural food was seen as “unhealthy”? Why?
Credits

* Would you like to be credited on the site? If so, how? (name, initials, anonymous)
* Are you okay with your town/county being shared alongside it?

Press ‘space' for Al or /' for commands

project



e My goals were
Intentional design
and easy

modularity!

by . ¥ i ~
AGOCICHON . roject
1 L 5 S 384451 5
LN B R G130

dish.culture Aa ab * ?2of1

const
const

const

Dish not found
</hil>

**built on visual studio code, hosted on vercel

Nutritional Profile

320

38g

49

Balanced macronutrients Sesame oil has he

Diverse vegetables add micronutrients

*“placeholderinfo

woollabwith artistin the works! -
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Natick
Senior




AAPL UNMUTLED

YOUTH COUNCIL (/B PROJECT RECAP

GRACE ZHANG
NATICK HIGH SCHOOL



GRACE YUEYAN ZHANG
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“"WOW, THAT'S A
MOUTHFUL.”



“I'M GOING TO
BUTCHER THIS.”



“CAN | CALL YOU
SOMETHING ELSE?”




NAME-BASED
MICROAGGRESSIONS

MISPRONOUNCING, RE-NICKNAMING,
OR MOCKING A NAME




2023 STAATUS INDEX
D% i meroonr




NAME
t MEANING
STORY



L a U N c H aapi.unmuted O

13 posts 50 followers 25 following

Created InStagram account an aapic youth council project

celebrating AAPI names, stories, & music

& designed submission form OPEN FOR SUBMISSIONS (link below!)

2 linktr.ee/aapi.unmuted

AAPI Unmuted — Names Project

Hello and thank you for your interest in contributing to the Names Project! Please see the details and

guidelines below and DM @aapi.unmuted or email Grace Zhang at gracezhang192@gmail.com with

any questions.

Our Mission:

AAPI Unmuted is a project of the Massachusetts AAPI Commission Youth Council, a group of high
school students that works to shape policy and programs to create more inclusive environments in
communities across the Commonwealth. Our goal is to amplify AAPI voices and culture through a

social media series, where participants will share the stories and meanings behind their names.




PROMOTION

developed monthly incentive
campaigns & shared with 27 AAPI
orgs across MA

To: capaymoveme. Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear Coalition for Asian Pacific ... = = A E - -
Y P ; ‘
| | | L ‘ |0 PARTICIPANTS
To: dekyongj Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Hi Jampa, My name is Grace Zh...
To: yunakyi12 Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Hi Yuna, My name is Grace Zhan... _
~ ™~ A :
10 GIFT CARD
: janeshen04 Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Hi Jane, My name is Grace Zhan...
: akshathpran. Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Hi Hyacinth, My name is Grace ...
: admin, youthprogram Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear VietAID Team, My name is ...
. info Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear New England JACL Team, ...
:info Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear BOSFilipinos Team, My na...
:iagb Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear IAGB Team, My name is Gr...

:info 2 Inbox Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear Korean Cultural Soc...

:info 2 Inbox Collaboration Opportunity: AAPI Unmuted Series - Dear Vietnamese Americ...




CAMBRIDGE-SOMERVILLE
ASIAN FESTIVAL =

presented to community members &

recorded 7 episodes in-person
{ |
14 s LA ]
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7 AAPI ETHNICITIES REPRESENTED

7,853 VIEWS - 269 LIKES
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1C04mpDsi_kXD29lKGtq4mKJOJxW-oSLS/preview

CONTINUE COLLECTING NAME STORIES FROM
AAPI COMMUNITY

SHARE STORY COLLECTION AT SCHOOL AND
COMMUNITY EVENTS

PROMOTE LANGUAGE & IDENTITY SURVEY

CREATE REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF LANGUAGE
ON AAPI YOUTH






THANK YOU!



Youth AAPI

Resource

N q Vi g G -I-O r A program that helps immigrant
Program S

Massac husetts

®
Jason Yin |
Jason Yin

Weston .
Grade 12



https://docs.google.com/file/d/15F3UTTcaTnS1V4X7QvbCGH3uErIk6ccM/preview

Bhavika Kalia

Somerville
Junior




AAPIC YOUTH COUNCIL SHOWCASE

AMPLIFYING AAPI VOICES

32 THROUGH INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM

Presented by: JUNE 23%P 2026
BHAVIKA KALIA



INTRODUCTION V"

BACKGROUND
e Current member of AAPIC Youth Council
o Past experience in AAPI Advocacy — |
Dear Asian Youth Chapter Lead -

e Felt invisible at times, especially with
Somerville High School (SHS) having only
~5% Asian population PROJECT OVERVIEW
o Desire to address gaps within the
current school curriculum

Working to amplify AAPI voices
through implementing culturally
inclusive and comprehensive lessons

e Original idea — Crafting a proposal to into pre-existing curricula at
establish an Asian American Somerville High School.
History/Experiences course

S The Commontwealth of Massachusetts

%7 Asian American and Pacific Islanders Commission




CONNECTED WITH BOTH THE SOMERVILLE HIGH SCHOOL

* EOLI‘ABORATIONS AND THE CAMBRIDGE RINDGE AND LATIN SCHOOL
HISTORY DEPARTMENT

é MET WITH MS. JENNY CHUNG, TEACHER OF THE ASIAN
AMERICAN EXPERIENCES HONORS COURSE AT CRLS
ATTENDED AN ONLINE WORKSHOP FROM THE YURI

9 WORKSHUPS EDUCATION PROJECT, BEYOND MARGINS: AAPI HISTORY

101

STEPS TO SUCESSS g s

UNDERSTANDING HOW TO INTEGRATE INCLUSIVE CURRICULUM

AR

=

-Learning practical ways to integrate AAPI history into schools using YURI's - , 4
TRACE method ( Professional learning, advising, and curriculum development) i :

-Priority areas determined: Model Minority Myth background, Beginning of
birthright citizenship with United States v. Wong Kim Ark




OUTCOMES tesson creatio & INcorpoRaTION

LA Chicano Student Walkouts (1968)

Young Lords Hospital Occupation (1970) x worked closely with SHS,S 10th Grade History

Greensboro Sit-Ins (1960)

Montgomery Bus Boycotts (1955) D e p a I't m e n t
nabaibitiadbbaie i o Recognized that all high school students must

504 Sit-Ins for Disability Rights (1977)

United Farm Workers Strike and Grape Boycott (1965) ta ke Uoso HiStory Themes
s e i « Determined key units where AAPI-focused lessons

Stonewall (1969)

Women's S (i equality (1970) cou Id b e i n t eg rate d

Third World Liberation Strikes (1968) o Unit 4: Immigration & Unit 7: Civil Rights
( The Yellow Power Movement (1960s-1970s)
Movement
| o e Utilized online resources
Simple additions can also be ;s : ~ i)
made! For instance, adding o Immlgrant History Initiative
the Third World Liberation > AAPI History Hub

Strikes & the Yellow Power . - == :
Movement as case studies o South Asian American Digital Archive (SAADA)




Citzesship & kenity

Who gets to
be American?

An exploration of how Asien Americans
shaped citzenship in the United States
and challengad exclusionary poficies,

redefining who is considered American

Landmark Asin Amencan Sepreme Court Cases

Carie Nowve. Groap Momoses:

WHO GETS TO BE e
AMERICAN? "

Write 5.4 sentonces summarizing the case
(what happened? Who ks involved? What law Iz being challenged?)

EXAMPLE LESSONS

ASIAN AMERICANS & BIRTHRIGHT CITIZENSHIP

YE THE UNDERE

Vong Kim Ark is well knowm %o us.
D g TR
" L nma J"fa,
haison, S5 Fight Hundred asd minsty 3% 4ok Lntorn mo, OB,
 ml Gty and Comnty, daly mmmninioned asi

Do Now - Videos

Introduction to Wong Kim Ark & Bhagat Singh Thind

UNITED STATES
V. WONG KIM ARK ~.-.

'8 .; HE ARGUED
g GAS
.\ WHITE

As you watch, take notes on...

r argument?
y claim about being

Exploring key cases (United States v. Wong
Kim Ark & United States v. Bhagat Singh
Thind) and how they directly influenced

modern birthright citizenship

4
9,

W, a
Sty awist

CROSS-RACIAL SOLIDARITY MOVEMENTS

2

CROSS-RACIAL
SOLIDARITY
MOVEMENTS

& the Formation of Asian American Identity

Tmmigrant Hislory Initiative

5
&£ <

< o

g

) 4

E

3, -

oA

s
s,
et

+ Read the South Asian
Influcnce on the Civil

Rights Movement
Essay

R * Gomplete the

Note-Taking
Waorksheel paying
close uttention 1o key
themes and main ideas

+ Write a summary of
the text in 2-3
sentences:

Lef: Kelshnalal Shridbarant hoas-1960) was o jowrnalist mnd poet who spent twelve yesrs
studying In the United States, Shridharan was a disciple of Mahatma Gandhi,

Right: This Is an Image of 2 1064 fale housing protest in Scattle, Washington, Two
protestors sit in front of Pleture Floos Mans, Inc., & realtor office.

\sian
Americans

& Activism

Examining how South Asians influenced
non-violent tactics, along with how the
Asian American movement stemmed from
the Black Power movement



COMMUNITY IMPACT

SCHOOLWIDE

e Lessons | created will be implemented
into the US History Themes Course this
upcoming school year

> 10" grade SHS students are required
to take this course — Lessons will
reach ~300 students each year

e Fostered strong connections with SHS
History Department, incluidng both
eduators and History Department Head

o Striving to continue working with
them to speardhead more iniatives

Received recognition from SHS through the

“Highlander of the Quarter” award for my leadership

in advocating for inclusive curriculum

cool textbook!

¢ . Donnellan, Shannon

- @ To: ® Kalia, Bhavika

Wed 5/89/2026 9:25 AM

® You replied on Tue 5/26/2026 10:59 AM

Wanted to share this cool virtual new virtual textbook with you! Can't wait to
integrate some of it into US history next year!

https://www.foundationsandfutures.org/#table-of-content

Shannon Donnellan (she/her)
sdonnellan @k12.somerville.ma.us
Social Studies Teacher

Somerville High School

Foundations and Futures

Educators
wanting to
countinue
integrating AAPI
education!

The most comprehensive collection of Asian American and Pacific Islander histories
and perspectives available for free and online for high school, college, and lifelong
learners.

ﬂg Foundations and Futures
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EITYWIDE Inside: Ampllfymg AAPI voices at SHS
e Presented my Youth Council Project to the : s “ o
Somerville School Committee
o Highlighted the signficance of inclusive
curriculum
 School Committee members extended their
gratitude for my presentation

o Ward 7 Vice Chair Leiran Biton Shared, “Thank My work was recogized by The
you for that vulnerability and for turning those Somerville Times and was featured

feelings into action.” in a past edition of the newspaper
e Group of local AAPI advocates were empowered
by my work
o Tina Lu, founder of the Somerville Asian Family
Network (SAFN) and Somerville Public’s
Engagement Coordinator at SFLC is

SOMERVILLE h
spearheading an AAPI education PU.BLIC SCHOOLS
subcommittee this summer as a result of being %’ CAMBRIDGE

inspired by my presenation/comments @®, PUBLIC SCHOOLS



NEXT STEPS

BROADENING IMPACT AND REACH

CREATING MORE AAPI-FOCUSED LESSONS EXPANDING REACH

Currently working on lessons surrounding the In the future, | hope to expand to more classes
Dot Busters Gang in New Jersey and the novel (other history courses and/or English courses) to

Made in Asian America: A History for Young reach a larger population of students and utilize
People an interdisciplinary approach

ELECTIVE PROPOSAL

Striving to continue working with the SHS
History Department to spearhead the creation of
a proposal for an Asian American History and/or
Experiences Elective




THANK YOU SO MUCH!

'y
( 3
P

ANY QUESTIUNS'-'




PRESENTATION

EMPOWER’S .,

pschuns WA(LINIL

Growing Empower Initiative to Other Schools

ented By: Website:
. na Dschung empowerinit.org
.



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1e-wCsm5UFnHtNptd6Fur911qCRz8yTHe/preview

Together in Motion:
A K-Pop Dance

Therapy Program

Juliet Dong

Juliet Dong
Acton
Senior



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zYlrNn2v_jcnUh-5iXgw0oDSWqVxAfd6/view?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1zYlrNn2v_jcnUh-5iXgw0oDSWqVxAfd6/preview

CERTIFICATE S
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ACHIEVEMEN
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